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Julie Hainline
K-12 District Library Coordinator 
Missoula County Public Schools

215 South 6th West

Missoula, MT   59801

728-2400, Ext. 1062


March 3, 2009

To Mr. Paul Johnson,

The Challenged Educational Resources Committee met on Wednesday, February 25, 2009 to review the request for reconsideration submitted by Rosemarie Foltz, regarding the library book, Dead Folks, by Jon Jackson.

Following the responsibilities of the Challenged Educational Resources Committee outlined in Board-adopted Policy 2313P, we reached the unanimous decision to retain the book, Dead Folks, by local author Jon Jackson as a legitimate and acceptable title in a high school library collection.

The committee reviewed the Board-adopted Freedom to Read and View Statements as well as the Library Bill of Rights during the decision-making process.  The Library Bill of Rights, which is part of Board Policy 2313 and the Board-adopted Information Literacy/Library Media Curriculum states:

         Books and other library resources should be provided for the interest, information, 

and enlightenment of all people of the community the library serves.  

Materials should not be proscribed or removed because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval.

Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their responsibility to provide information and enlightenment.

While the committee respects a parent’s right to determine what her child reads and views, we do not condone censorship.  This specific title may have been deemed inappropriate for this student by his parent, but this same title may appeal to older, more mature readers.  The professional staff at the library is always willing to help in reader guidance.  

The committee members read Dead Folks in its entirety and considered reviews and critiques.  The author, Jon Jackson, is a Missoula resident, who participates in the annual Festival of the Book, and gives presentations at the Missoula Public Library and on Montana Public Radio.  His books received starred reviews by industry evaluation tools, Booklist and Kirkus Review, as well as positive reviews of his mystery series, of which this title is a part.  

Committee members also reviewed Board Policies 2310 and 2310P which delineate the Selection of Library Materials.  Within 2310 it states, “It is the objective of these centers (building library media centers) to provide a wide range of materials on all appropriate levels of difficulty, with diversity of appeal and the presentation of different points of view.”
  The collection at Big Sky High School Library contains materials selected for all of these levels, from the basic reading skills of some students to advanced content and abilities of those who are eighteen and older.

Standard 5 of the Information Literacy/Library Media Curriculum states:  Students pursue individual interests through literature and other creative expressions.  Specifically the learning targets for high school are:  I use the library for recreational reading and to find information for my personal interests.  I read and critique a variety of genre for pleasure and personal growth, and I respect the principles of Intellectual Freedom.  This means I recognize censorship.
  

While the committee appreciates and respects a parents’ right to be a guiding force in their child’s education, we uphold the principles of the Freedom to Read Statement, specifically, “no group has the right to take the law into its own hands, and to impose its own concept of politics or morality upon other members of a democratic society.  Freedom is no freedom if it is accorded only to the accepted and the inoffensive.”



Respectfully submitted,



Julie Hainline, Chair

Challenged Educational 
Resources Committee

cc:  Dr. Alex Apostle

       Dr. Gail Becker
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